
THIS DOCUMENT LIMITS OUR LEGAL LIABILITY 
PLEASE READ IT 

Why Horses Can Be Dangerous  
Domesticated, well-trained horses are usually obedient, docile and affectionate. However, they are 
instinctively “flight animals,” and their natural instincts and size can be dangerous to people. For 
example:  

1. Horses are unpredictable, with minds of their own, and they are often somewhat high 
strung or nervous.  

2. Horses are very strong and powerful, and they are extremely heavy, weighing from 600 
to 1300 pounds on average.  

3. When a horse is frightened, stressed or feels threatened, it may:  
  Suddenly jump forward or sideways, knocking down or running into people or 

obstacles.  
  Run away at speeds up to 35 miles per hour.  
  Buck or rear up in a way that could throw a rider to the ground or into an 

obstacle.  
  Bite or kick.  

Safe Behavior Around Horses  
To help prevent injuries and/or death, I agree to follow carefully all instructions given to me by 
Spring Down regarding horse behavior and handling. I agree to follow carefully all Spring Down 
rules and to use tack and other equipment only as directed by Spring Down.  

Safety Attire  
While involved in horse-related activities, I agree to wear the following safety equipment to help 
prevent injuries and/or death.  
  A properly fitted ASTM certified helmet fastened securely under the chin. If I do not have a 

helmet, I can ask Spring Down to provide one for me.  
  Hard-soled, low-heeled shoes or boots.  
  Gloves designed for riding.  
  Long pants and shirts with long sleeves.  

Release, Hold Harmless and Indemnification Agreement  
I understand that horse-related activities are inherently dangerous and I expressly assume the risks 
associated with visiting Spring Down Equestrian Center which is operated by Spring Down 
Equestrian Center, Inc. a California Corporation (“Spring Down”) and handling, caring for and 
riding horses through Spring Down. I understand that horses are inherently unpredictable animals 
and even the most docile horse (“horses” includes ponies) may occasionally bolt, spook, buck, rear, 
bite, kick, pull back or otherwise act in such a way that may injure me or others. I expressly assume 
all risks of visiting Spring Down and engaging in horse-related activities through Spring Down,  
including the risk that Spring Down or Goodstein Family Partners, LP, a California limited 
partnership and/or their owners, shareholders, partners, officers, directors, employees, contractors 
or agents (collectively, the “Spring Down Parties”) may be negligent. Personal property on the 
Spring Down premises, including automobiles, is subject to theft, damage or loss. Accordingly, I 
agree upon behalf of myself, my heirs, guardians and legal representatives, not to sue the Spring 



Down Parties or otherwise make a claim against the Spring Down Parties, and I release the Spring 
Down Parties, in connection with any injury or death occurring on the Spring Down premises or in 
connection with any Spring Down activities, or in connection with any damage to or loss of 
personal property. In addition, I will defend, indemnify and hold the Spring Down Parties harmless 
against all claims, demands, and causes of action, including without limitation court costs and 
attorneys’ fees, directly or indirectly arising from any action or other proceedings brought by or 
prosecuted for my benefit. This release and hold harmless shall apply whether the matter to which 
it applies arises under contract, tort, (including active or passive negligence of the Spring Down 
Parties) or otherwise. 

Waiver of Unknown Claims  
I expressly waive any benefits I may have under section 1542 of the California Civil Code relating 
to the release of unknown claims:  
“A general release does not extend to claims which the creditor does not know or suspect to  
exist in his or her favor at the time of executing the release, which if known by him or her  
must have materially affected his or her settlement with the debtor.”  

Release and Hold Harmless Agreement for Parents or Guardians  
We are the lawful parents or guardians of ___________________________ (name of child) and 
have all legal rights to sign this agreement on behalf of our child and ourselves. Accordingly, we 
have reviewed the risks that our child will be undertaking in visiting Spring Down and engaging in 
horse-related activities through Spring Down, including the risk of negligence. Personal property 
on the Spring Down premises, including automobiles, is subject to theft, damage or loss. We 
expressly agree, on behalf of ourselves, our child, our child’s heirs and legal representatives to 
assume these risks and not to sue the Spring Down Parties or otherwise make a claim against such 
parties, and we release the Spring Down Parties, in connection with any injury or death occurring 
on the Spring Down premises or in connection with any Spring Down activities, or in connection 
with any damage to or loss of personal property. In addition, we will defend, indemnify and hold 
the Spring Down Parties harmless against all claims, demands, and causes of action, including 
court costs and attorneys’ fees, directly or indirectly arising from any action or other proceedings 
brought by or prosecuted for our benefit or our child’s benefit. This release and hold harmless shall 
apply whether the matter to which it applies arises under contract, tort, (including active or passive 
negligence of the Spring Down Parties) or otherwise.  

Date: _______________, 20____.  

 

 

 

Parents IF RIDER UNDER 18:  

________________________________________  
Signature  

(print):      ____  

 

 

 

Rider IF OVER 18:  

__________________________________  
Signature 

(print):     _____  


